Does chronic hepatitis B increase Staphylococcus nasal carriage?
To determine the prevalence of Staphylococcus aureus nasal carriage in patients with chronic hepatitis B virus infection. The prevalence of S. aureus nasal carriage was determined in patients with chronic hepatitis B virus infection and compared with the prevalence of S. aureus nasal carriage among control patients. Between February 2003 and November 2004, 70 chronic hepatitis B patients and 70 control patients were enrolled in the study. S. aureus nasal carriage was shown in 15 (12%) of the patients with chronic hepatitis B and 13 (19%) of the control group (P > 0.05). There was no difference in nasal colonization between the cases and controls when analysed by age, sex, frequency of skin infection, prior use of antibiotics and hospital admission in the preceding six months. The results of our study show that chronic hepatitis B virus infection is not associated with S. aureus nasal carriage.